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UNDP STATEMENT 

8 December 2006 

Matthew Lee of Inner City Press has asked UNDP dozens of questions which we are working to address. 

At the same time Inner City Press has published numerous unsubstantiated allegations of favouritism and other supposed irregularities in UNDP’s recruitment and personnel practices. Names of individual staff members have been used in ways that may be damaging to their reputations and harmful to them personally. This violates even the most basic ethics of journalism. UNDP’s recruitment and personnel policies have a number of checks and balances designed to ensure transparency and fairness. While like any organization, UNDP could undoubtedly do better, we note that our 2005 Global Staff Survey  indicates that morale at UNDP is at the highest level since the survey began in 1999, with 74 per cent of staff saying they would recommend UNDP as a good place to work.  

UNDP also wishes to express its concern that some of our answers to Mr. Lee’s questions continue to be misrepresented or willfully distorted, again, in violation of the most basic principles of responsible journalism. 

Furthermore, on 6 December, Inner City Press published a new set of allegations at the same time that Matthew Lee sent similar questions to UNDP. On at least one other occasion, allegations were published by Inner City Press even before UNDP was given a chance to comment or respond. Once again, this is a violation of the most basic ethics of journalism. 

On 5 December, UNDP asked Matthew Lee for the name and contact information of his editor to address some of these issues. UNDP has not yet received this information. 

UNDP remains committed to being an open, transparent and responsive organization and will continue to do its best to respond promptly to questions from journalists. 

Contact: UNDP Office of Communications, tel: 212-906-5382
One United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017  Tel: (212) 906 5000  Fax: (212) 906 5001  www.undp.org
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