
Press Statement

An IBSA delegat ion cornpr is ing of  Mr.  Ebrahim Ebrahi rn.  DepLrty  Min is ter  of  In ternat ional
Relations and Cooperation of SoLrth ,Afi ica, Mr. Par-rlo Cordeiro de Andrade Pinto, Undcr Secretary
General  fbr  Af i ica and the Middle E,ast  of  the Min is t ry  of  Hxternal  Relat ions o1 'Brazi l  and Mr.  Di l ip
Sinha,  Addi t ional  Secretary fbr  In ternat ional  Organizat ions,  Min is t ry  of  External  Af fa i rs  of  India,
cal led on IJ .E.  Mr.  Bashar Al -Assad,  President  of  Syr ian Arab RepLrbl ic  and H.E.  Mr.  Wal id Al -
M o u a l e m , M i n i s t e r f b r F o r e i g n A f l a i r s a n d E , x p a t r i a t e s o f s y r i a n A r a b l l e p L r b l i c o n  1 0 " ' A u g u s t 2 0 l l ,
to discuss the current situation in Syria and the way lbrward.

The Prcsident reassured tlre dclegation of lr is comrnitrnent to the refbrm proccss, aimed at
usher ing in  rnr- r l t i -paf ty  dernocracy,  inc luding thror- rgh rev is ion of  t l rc  const i tu t ion.  He said t l ra t
pol i t ica l  refbrms were being f ina l ized in  consLr l ta t ion wi th thc pcoplc of  Syr ia and the nat ional
d ia logLrc would cont inr" re to g ive shape to the new laws and to arr ive at  a sr- r i tab le rnodel  for  the
cconorny.  The process of  rev is ion of  the const i tu t ion would bc completed by F 'cbrLrary lMarc l t2012.
He acknowledgcd that sornc rnislakes had been madc by the secr-rrity forces in the init ial stagcs of the
unrest and that eflorts were undcrway to prevent their recurrenoe .

Foreign Min is ter  Mr.  MoLralern br ief -ec l  the dc legat ion zrbout  t l re  prevai l ing s i tuat ion in  Syr ia,
the reasons behind the unrest  and v io lencc and expla ined the steps takcn by the Governtnent  to  br ing
t l re s i tuat ion under contro l .  t le  sa id that there are 3 categor ies of  opposi t ion in  Syr izr :  the econornical ly
d isadvantaged sect ions;  in te l lect r - ra ls  and acadetn ics;  ancl  armed groLrps.  l le  out l ined in deta i l  thc
pol i t ica l  re lbrrns that  are in  thc process of  being implementcd and said t l ra t  f icc and ta i r  c lcct ions to
the Par l iarnent  wi l l  bc held in  Syr ia bcfbre end 2011.  He recal led thc staternent  of  lhe Presidenl  of '
Syr ia to rewr i te  the Clonst i t r - r t ion of  Syr ia,  i1-considered necessary.

In recal l ing thc adopt ion of  UNSC l ' } res ident ia l  Staternent  o1 '3 Ar-rgust ,  thc v is i t ing dc legat ion
reaffinned the commitrnent of India, Brazil and South Ali ica to thc sovereignty, indcpendence and
territorial integrity of Syria. 

' l 'hey 
expressed grave concern at the current situation in Syria ancl

condemned v io lcnce f iorn a l l  s ides.  They rcgret ted a l l  loss of  l i1 'e  and wcre concerncd over  the
hurnani tar ian i rnpact  of  the v io lence. ' l 'hcy cal led fbr  an i rnmediate cncl  to  a l l  v io lence and urged a l l
s ides to act  wi th L l tmost  rest ra int  arnd respect  fbr  human r ights and internat ional  human r ights law.  ln
not ing the establ ishrnent  of  an independent- jLrd ic ia l  comrni t tcc to invest igate the v io lence,  t l rc  v is i t ing
delegation stressecl the importance of cnsr,rring tlre crcdibil i ty and irnparliality thereof-, to which Mr.
Moualern responded that  once thc rcpor t  of  the cornrn i t tee becomes avai lable,  those responsib le fbr
the v io lence would be held to account .

' l 'hey 
Lrrged the Governrnent  to posi t ive ly  consider  the resolut ion adopted by the IJN Hurnan

Rights Counci l  on 29 Apr i l  2011.  They st ressed that  i t  is  essent ia l  lbr  the Syr ian ( iovernment  not  to
lose momentum and to cont inue the process of  nat ional  d ia logue and pol i t ica l  refbrms wi th the a i rn of
ef fect ive ly  addressing the legi t imate aspi rat ions and concerns of  the populat ion. ' l 'h is  wi l l  contr ibute
to the fLrl l exercise of t irndamental freedoms by the Syrian people, inclLrding that of expression and
peacefirl assembly. They expressed the hope that opposition groLrps wil l cooperate in this process.

Mr. Moualem reiterated that Syria wil l be a free, plLrralistic and multi-pafty dernocracy before
the end of the year .
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