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From: foucharb@gmail. com

Subject: Fwo' UNCA Executive Committee letter to ALL MEMBERS
Date: 0611472012 02.46 PM
To: steph@dujarmic. com

ty1 you dgin get this from me

From: UNCA Bxecutive Committee {mai
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2012 2:43 PM
Subject: UNCA Executive Committee

1to: news=unca.com@malil23.us2. mesv.net] On Behalf OF UNCA Exeative Comimittee
fetter to ALL MEMBERS

™ this emal ot dinpiaying comecty? Glick HERE lo view & n your browses

June 14, 2012

Dear colleagues,

Following is a ietter agreed today by the UNCA Exacutive Commitiee by a vote of 13 to 1.

Infavor Plett, hra B M d Haider, Giampaclo Pioli, Zhenqui Gu, Louis Charbonneau, Nizar
Abboud, Marcele Hopkins, Tim wwchnr Knrrarmn Haliscelik. By proxy: Talal ai-Haj, Margaret Basheer, Sylviane Zehil.
Against: Matthew Les

Absent: Flavia Krause-Jackson

Dear UNCA members,

This letter represents the position of the UNCA Executive Committee as agreed on June 14, 2012. It is for UNCA members
only.

Five members of the UNCA Executive Committee recently requested tha sstabiishment of a Board of Examination (Articie 6
of tha UNCA constitution) to im #egations of h and unethical behavior by Matthew Lee, the writer and

publisher of inner City Press. The Executive Committee decided by a vote of 13-1 (One member was absert and Matthew
Lea was the sole dissenting vote) on June 1, 2012 to establish that Board of Examination.

The Executive Committee beliaves that Matthew Lee has been using his blog to present a distorted and one-sided view of
his case and unfairly attacking UNCA and its elected Executive Committee We th foel poled to
te o UNCA members the Executive Committes’s view of the dispute.

One of tha five members of the Board of Examination announced her resignation on June 11, at an UNCA Exacutive
Committee meeting. She explained in tears that she felt offended and intimidated by the way Matthew Lee had described
her in his blog. Another member of ths Board of Examination requested that Matthew Lee gusrantee that he would not use
his website to attack him while the Board of Examination carries out its assigned task of considering harassment and
bullying complaints made against Matthew Lee. Matthew Les to grant that g

‘We believe that Matthew Lee has aiso used his blog to attack and attempt to intimidate the chairman of the Board of
Examination.

We have decided to repiace the Board who gned with UNCA Tarek Fathi. We hope the Board of
Examination can begin its work as scon as possible. The UNCA Executive Committee strongly urges Matthew Lee 10 pledge
not to attack, threaten or intimidate in any way the members of tha Examination Board

ﬂ'nemmndﬂte Board of Examination comes after months of aitacks by Matthew Lee on his colleagues. The UNCA

E Committee beli Matthew Lee has increasingly used his blog as a weapon to punish colleagues who have
criticized him or who he feels crossed him in some way. He has published iies about coll that could their
credibility and has recently started writing to UNCA * editors, complaining about them in a way that could damage
their careers andior advancement possibilities. He has leveled wild and faise allegations against UNCA itself - primarily that
it is attempting to censor him and remove his accreditation. UNCA has nothing to do with the accreditation process. Ihs
handled by the U.N. secretariat. Matthew Lee has aiso sent indivi UNCA E ive Commitiee ing
emails, suggesting to them that he woudd retaliate if they supported the Executive Committes’s move to estabish the Board
of Examination. Matthew Lee has aiso suggested that UNCA is somehow responsible for threats against him and negative
reports about him in the Sri Lankan press. The suggestion that UNCA was somehow behind those reports or in any way
condones such threats against him is a false and demaging claim. The Sri Lankan news reports that UNCA is trying to evict
him from the U.N. and that he could face jail time are false and did not come from UNCA. UNCA condemns in the strongest
tesms all throats against any joumalist.

The Executive Committee also expresses its regret that Matthew Lee began publicizing the Committee’s irternal dispute
with him.

Last week Matthew Lee had expressed a wilingness o apologize for using his blog to attack UNCA President Giampacio
Piok, First Vice Presidert Louis Charbonneau, Third Vice Prasident Sytviane Zehil and other UNCA Executive Committee
members, inckelng Taial a-Haj, garet Ex and Flavia Krause-Jach as well as of the E i
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