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Unofficial Translation
October 31%, 2013

Excellency,

I have the pleasure to write to you today in my capacity as Chair of the Arab Group for the
month of October 2013 regarding your letter dated October 22", 2013, and circulated to all
member states of the United Nations, which contains your proposed way forward for the
Intergovernmental Negotiations on the reform of the Security Council during the 68" session
of the General Assembly under your presidency, including the establishment of an “Advisory
Group” to assist you in producing a basis for the start of the Intergovernmental Negotiations

that reflects the ideas put forward in the negotiations so far.

The Arab Group stresses that producing a basis for the start of the Intergovernmental
Negotiations during the 68" session should include all positions and proposals presented by
member states during the negotiation process, including the position of the League of Arab
States’ members demanding a permanent Arab representation in any future expansion in the
category of permanent membership of the Security Council. This position is reflected in the
Compilation Text prepared by the Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiations as expressed
in the letter dated January 12", 2010, by the Chargé d’Affaire a.i. and Deputy Permanent
Representative of the Sultanate of Oman to the United Nations in New York, in his capacity
as Chair of the Arab Group for the month of January 2010, addressed to the Permanent
Representative of Afghanistan, in his capacity as Chair of the Intergovernmental

Negotiations.

The Arab Group believes that merging the positions and proposals of member states
regarding the reform and expansion of the Security Council should be done after the approval
of the concerned state or groups of states, in order to maintain the membership driven nature
of the negotiation process in a transparent manner according to General Assembly decision
62/557 which is the basis of the Intergovernmental Negotiations; as this process is the only
forum for reaching an agreement on the reform and expansion of the Security Council, that

could gamer the widest possible political acceptance by member states.



Therefore, the Arab Group expects that the newly established “Advisory Group” should not
become a parallel framework to the Intergovernmental Negotiations which is based on all the
positions and proposals presented by member states, and that it would work in full
transparency and build on the progress achieved during the 67" session of the General
Assembly in accordance with decision 67/561. Accordingly, the Arab Group stresses that the
composition of the “Advisory Group” should reflect all positions presented in the

Intergovernmental Negotiations without any exception.

Based on the above, the League of Arab States’ members reiterate their commitment to
contribute positively to the Intergovernmental Negotiations through the Arab Group in New
York as in order to achieve a concrete and comprehensive reform of the Security Council to
make it a more representative, democratic, just and transparent organ. A reform that meets the
aspirations and interests of all the countries and peoples of the world, including more than
350 million Arabs whose states represent 11% of the membership of the United Nations, and

whose legitimate causes constitute a large part of the Security Council’s Agenda.

Finally, I wish to convey to you the appreciation of all the members of the Arab Group for
your tireless efforts to advance the Intergovernmental Negotiations on the expansion and

reform of the Security Council in an inclusive and transparent manner.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed)
Jamal Fares Alrowaiei
Permanent Representative
Chair of the Arab Group for the month of October 2013

- To H.E. Ambassador John W. Ashe
President of the 68" session of the General Assembly
United Nations- New York

- Cc: H.E. Ambassador Zahir Tanin
Permanent Representative of Afghanistan
Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiations

- Cc: All Member States and Observers to the United Nations



